
TEXTUAL



LEARNING GOALS

·Students will reflect on how
they use different language
and make rhetorical choices in
their own lives based on
situation, platform, and
audience

·Students will leverage the
rhetorical triangle framework
and other textual analysis tools
to enhance comprehension and
critical interpretation of
different text objects

·Students will develop
proficiency in discerning key
elements within texts and
employing analytical reading
strategies
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OVERVIEW
We make choices every day when we communicate with others – a
polite “Hello, how are you?” in passing an acquaintance in the hallway,
a quick text to a friend, an email to a professor, a clever caption on
Instagram for your followers, a witty pickup line on Hinge to a
potential match, the list goes on and on. We have been learning
about textual analysis and the tools that we can use to understand
why writers make the choices they do and what effect these choices
have. Beyond our typical readings and writing assignments, it’s
important that we remember that these analytical skills aid us in daily
life. Today, we’ll reflect on some of the ways in which we encounter
the need for textual analysis outside of the classroom and practice
using the rhetorical triangle on different types of sources. We will talk
about the importance of audience, form, custom, etc. These are all
things in which we might already know a lot about; we just need to
unlock the language in which to discuss them critically. 



RHETORICAL TRIANGLE

Genre

Audience

Purpose

Author



Author: What moves or strategies does the
author employ to accomplish the text’s
purpose?

Purpose: What purpose(s) does the author seek
to accomaplish through the text?

Audience: How does the author craft the text in
order to address a specific audience?

Genre: What are the formal conventions of the
text?

QUESTIONS TO
ASK



For the following examples, we will use the
tools the rhetorical triangle offers us to
analyze texts across various platforms

LET’S PUT IT INTO
PRACTICE!













How does your writing change based on
the platform you’re using and who you’re
writing to? Are these conscious decisions
or unconscious decisions? 

Brainstorm some of the different ways you
use language.

Test your theory out – write about the
same subject as a text to a friend, a tweet,
and as an Instagram caption

WRITING
ASSIGNMENT




